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File reference EN010070 
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Author Steffan Jones  

Date 9 May 2014  

Meeting with  SSE Renewables  

Venue  Conference Room 5, Temple Quay House, Bristol 

Attendees  Kathryn Powell –  The Planning Inspectorate 

David Price –  The Planning Inspectorate  

Steffan Jones –  The Planning Inspectorate  

Dave Anthony –  The Planning Inspectorate Legal Team 

Oliver Lowe –  Consents Service Unit  

John Gordon –  Consents Service Unit  

 

Daniel Harper –  SSE Renewables 

Nicky Virdee –  SSE Renewables  

 

Meeting 

objectives  

SSE to introduce the proposed Keadby Wind Farm Extension to 

the Planning Inspectorate case team and the Consents Service 

Unit.  

 

Circulation All 

  

  

SSE Renewables was made aware of the Planning Inspectorate’s openness policy (that 

any advice given will be recorded and placed on the Planning Inspectorate’s website 

under s51 of the Planning Act 2008, as amended by the Localism Act 2011 (PA 

2008)). Any advice given does not constitute legal advice upon which applicants (or 

others) can rely.  

 

Update on Keadby Wind Farm (nearly operational)  

 

The Planning Inspectorate was informed that the Keadby Wind Farm was given 

consent under s36 of the Electricity Act in 2008; the project has a 25 year consent 

period which began in October 2013. Keadby Wind Farm was acquired by SSE 

Renewables from RES, in 2011. Keadby Wind Farm is the largest in England, 

consisting of 34 turbines and has a current generating capacity of 68MW. 

 

The Planning Inspectorate held a presentation on the process for development 

consent under the PA 2008 which can be accessed here.  

 

Project details for extension, including all new development 

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/The-Planning-Act-2008-process.pdf


 

 

 

 

The developer informed the Planning Inspectorate that it intends to use turbines which 

have the same design specification to those used in the existing Keadby Wind Farm. 

The extension project will comprise 10 to 14 turbines with 126.5m to the tip and 80m 

to the hub height.   

 

The developer considers there to be sufficient capacity for them to use the grid 

connection infrastructure for the existing Keadby wind farm in construction of the 

Extension project.  

 

Access to the site during construction would be similar to that used for the existing 

Keadby wind farm and would utilise the recently constructed access bridge known as 

the Hatfield Bridge and Pilfrey Bridge.    

 

The developer is working on the basis of a desktop landscape buffer between 

residential properties and turbines of approximately 750m, although a comprehensive 

onsite Landscape and Visual Assessment will be completed. The Planning Inspectorate 

advised that the National Policy Statements (NPS) for Renewable Energy 

Infrastructure (EN-3) includes details on landscape and visual (and shadow flicker) 

buffers which should be adhered to.   

 

An existing substation will require some upgrading work as a result of the proposal; 

however the developer informed the Planning Inspectorate that the works would be 

confined to the existing substation and will not result in an increase to the size of the 

substation.  

 

The developer noted that work is currently taking place to assess cumulative visual 

impacts particularly those associated with the proposed construction of the nearby 

Keadby Power Station to the south and of proposals across North Lincolnshire as a 

whole.  

 

The developer is not anticipating the need to include compulsory acquisition rights in 

the DCO. 

 

The Planning Inspectorate reminded the developer of their obligation to consult with 

neighbouring authorities under s43 of the PA 2008 during its statutory consultation; 

the developer has so far decided to consult with the host authority only in its non-

statutory pre-application consultation.  

 

The Planning Inspectorate advised that developers must notify under s46 of the PA 

2008 on or before the day of the start of its statutory consultation under s42 of the PA 

2008; depending on the nature of the consultation, the developer may wish to carry 

out more than one round of statutory consultation. The developer advised the 

Planning Inspectorate it intends to start its statutory consultation during the summer 

of 2014.  

 

Discussion on planning process and post-examination/process timescale  

 

The developer was informed that the Planning Inspectorate’s Environmental Services 

Team (EST) has the ability to provide comments on the developer’s draft 

Environmental Statement (ES)  and Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) report (if 

applicable) at the pre-application stage.   



 

 

 

The developer was advised of the duty under Regulation 6 of the Infrastructure 

Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)) Regulations 2009 to either inform 

the Planning Inspectorate of the intent to produce and ES or to request an EIA 

screening opinion. The developer stated their intent to produce an ES and request a 

scoping opinion from the Secretary of State under Regulation 8. The Planning 

Inspectorate asked the developer to submit a GIS shapefile two weeks in advance of 

requesting a scoping opinion from the Secretary of State. The GIS shapefile should be 

provided in accordance with the advice in Planning Inspectorate advice note 7 and 

should be consistent with the plans included within the developer’s scoping report. 

The Planning Inspectorate confirmed that it is necessary to provide 4 hard-copies and 

1 electronic version of the scoping report at the time of the request.  

 

Further information on EIA Screening and Scoping can be found in the Planning 

Inspectorate’s advice note 7, which can be accessed at this link.  

 

Consents/arrangements including non-DCO consents 

 

The developer explained that they are considering not including protective provisions 

within the draft DCO as they aim to come to agreements with the relevant parties 

prior to submission. The Planning Inspectorate supported the approach to come to 

agreements prior to submission and also advised that they may wish to include 

protective provisions in the draft DCO where agreement has not been reached or is 

pending, with an explanation of the approach within the explanatory memorandum.  

 

The Consents Service Unit (CSU), based at the Planning Inspectorate explained its 

role to the developer as bespoke service, providing a dedicated contact to work with 

the developer and the relevant consenting bodies. CSU advised early contact in order 

to attempt to resolve any issues before any examination stage of the process; the 

CSU offered to draw up a skeleton plan after the day’s meeting and to provide the 

developer with a copy of its prospectus.  

 

AOB 

 

The developer was advised it may wish to submit draft versions of its DCO, EM and 

Consultation Report for comment; should the developer request comments then draft 

document should be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate approximately 2 months 

prior to submission of its application.  

 

The developer was advised to look at the National Infrastructure Planning Portal 

website as the Planning Inspectorate has begun to highlight examples of ‘good’ 

documentation in relation to nationally significant infrastructure projects.  

 

The Planning Inspectorate advised there may be an opportunity to conduct an 

outreach session informing members of the public of the process for development 

consent under the PA 2008 in the vicinity of the proposal should there be a need to do 

so.  

 

If the desktop and onsite technical investigations suggest that Keadby Wind Farm 

could be extended, then a proposed submission of any proposal to the Planning 

Inspectorate could be in Q4 2015.  

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Advice-note-7v3.pdf

